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ROUTE 114

An intersection of
faith at Union Chapel

BY JOANN KIRKLAND

nion Chapel in the Grove will

l l honor the Shelter Island As-

sociation on Sunday, Sept. 1,

at 10:30 am. Fr. Peter DeSanctis, pastor

of Our Lady of the Isle, will preach. His

sermon is titled “Rendering to Caesar.”

He will discuss the intersection of faith

and civics and whether civic interests

are God’s interests. All are welcome to
the non-denominational service.

The Shelter Island Association is “a
gathering of people dedicated to initiat-
ing, broadening, assisting, and encour-
aging a continuing participation by
residents and property owners in any
activity having a bearing on the better-
ment, advancement, and best interests
of Shelter Island. The Association is a
not-for-profit (and nonpartisan) group
of people working together for com-
mon goals.” Since its inception in 1967,
the Association has been instrumental
in helping protect the island’s water
supply, environment, open space, zon-
ing and accessibility to town govern-
ment. Any property owner on Shelter
Island may apply for membership.

Fr. DeSanctis is the son of the late
Peter and Gloria DeSanctis of Shelter
Island. Since the 1970s, he has been
associated with Our Lady of the Isle
in various capacities and is currently
the parish priest and pastor.

He holds two master’s degrees. He
graduated from the Suffolk Coun-
ty Fire Academy and served in the
Eighth Medical Brigade in the US
Army. He assisted the New York City
Medical Examiner’s office and was
a liaison to the New York Police De-
partment.

Here on the island, Fr. DeSanctis
is an assistant coach for the Shel-
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Fr. DeSanctis serves communion at Our
Lady of the Isle.

ter Island School’s varsity golf team
and assists the Fire Department, the
American Legion, Lions Club and All-
Faith Youth Group. He is an attend-
ing chaplain at Southampton and
Eastern Long Island Hospitals, and
assists at Our Lady of the Hamptons
Regional Catholic School. He enjoys
golf and swimming at the Heights
Beach Club.

Music will be performed by Island
Folk: Heather Reylek, John and Penny
Kerr. The group has kept the spirit of
traditional folk music alive on Shelter
Island for years and has performed at
the Union Chapel’s summer services
numerous times.

The final service of the season will
take place next Sunday, Sept. 8, and
will feature Reverend Nancy Remkus,
an inter-faith/inter-spiritual minister
based in Sag Harbor.

Please join us with Fr. DeSanctis in
celebrating the Shelter Island Associ-
ation on Sunday, Sept. 1, at 10:30 am.
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an already appreciative crowd. He
also spoke of his love of history, es-
pecially presidents and their families.
“I've come across a pattern of ne’er
do well brothers,” he said, “from John
Adams’ son (John Quincy’s brother)
Charles, whom he disowned as a
‘madman possessed by the devil,’ to
Roger Clinton, whose Secret Service

code name was Headache.”

Comparing the segments he does on
Sunday Morning to the Mobituaries,
he said the half-hour podcasts allow
him to approach the topic from a more
personal perspective and to inform
them with his own opinions. Speaking
about his own interest in performing,
he said conducting a good interview is
like “a great scene between two people.
The interviewer gets the chance to be
the Best Supporting Actor.”

hree-and-a-half tables
Tcompeted at Saint Mary’s

bridge on Aug. 22. First
place East/West went to Diana
Tiernan and Steve Murray and
second place to Marty and Joyce
Ryan and second place to Bon-
nie Carey and Kathleen Lynch.
In the North/South position,
first place went to Bonnie Carey
and Lucille Morgan and second

St. Mary’s

Bridge at

place to John Quigley and Bruce
Dalton.

The group plays a relaxed du-
plicate format every Thursday
at 1 p.m. for three-and-a-half
hours and all bridge players are
welcome to join us. If you are
new to the group and would like
to join us and need a partner,
call Belle Lareau 631-749-2250.
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