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Choir Sunday at  
Union Chapel

BY JOANN kIrkLANd 

The Union Chapel summer choir 
has performed on the first Sun-
day in August for more than 20 

years. Members of the Shelter Island 
community are invited to participate. 
The rehearsal will be at 10 a.m. on Sat-
urday, Aug. 3, at Union Chapel. This 
year the Choir will perform “God, We 
Praise You” by Haydn under the direc-
tion of Linda Shelton Betjeman, cha-
pel organist and music director.

The Rev. Samuel T. Clover of the 
Reformed Church of Bronxville will 
preach about “The Power of Song.”

Reverend Clover was ordained in 
the Reformed Church in America in 
April 2014. He graduated from Union 
Theological Seminary with a master’s 
in divinity in 2013. His call to ministry 
came after working for more than 10 
years as an arts and culture journalist 
at a number of small magazines and 
newspapers in New York City. A gradu-
ate of Lafayette College (B.A., English 
and history), he also holds an MFA in 
creative nonfiction writing from The 
New School, and earned a diploma in 
spiritual direction from San Francisco 
Theological Seminary, where he is now 
studying for a doctorate in ministry. 

An avid singer (and sometime trom-
bonist), Rev. Clover has sung with a 
variety of choirs, including Marble 
Collegiate Church’s Festival of Voices 
and Community Gospel Choir, which 
performed at Carnegie Hall, Avery 
Fisher Hall and Harlem’s Apollo The-
ater, among other venues. He currently 
sings bass/baritone with the New Cho-
ral Society in Scarsdale, N.Y.

He is a board member of Room 
for All, a network of clergy, church 
members and congregations in the 
Reformed Church in America. Ac-
cording to Rev. Clover, the network 
“supports LGBTQ people and allies 
across the denomination, as well 
as advocate for a radically inclusive 
welcome and affirmation of the full 
spectrum of God’s people in all as-
pects of congregational and denomi-
national ministries.”

Rev. Clover recently married Jen 

Doerr, the Marble Collegiate Music 
Department Manager and an accom-
plished singer.

Choir director Linda Shelton Betje-
man celebrates her 27th year as or-
ganist and choir director for Union 
Chapel. She has been Shelter Island 
Presbyterian Church’s minister of 
music since 2007 and is director of the 
Shelter Island Community Chorus.

She is a graduate of Union Theo-
logical Seminary School of Sacred 
Music, New York City, where she 
received a master’s degree in organ 
performance and choral conduct-
ing. During her 50-year career in 
church music, she served in congre-
gations in Manhattan, Westchester 
County and Long Island.

Ms. Betjeman was a recitalist at 
concert series in Manhattan, West-
chester and Rockland counties, and 
performed as a soloist in England 
and Italy (including St. Peter’s in 
Rome). She was a keyboard solo-
ist on organ, harpsichord and piano 
with the Broadway Bach Ensemble 
of Manhattan and performed with 
the Chappaqua Chamber Orchestra 
and Mimosa Chamber Ensemble of 
Manhattan. She taught on the mu-
sic faculty of Sarah Lawrence Col-
lege, the Walden-Lincoln and Trevor 
Day School in New York City and the 
Riverdale Country School.

Career & life changes
BY JOcELYN OZOLINS

Writer and speaker Sara Bliss 
will be at Shelter Island Pub-
lic Library on Thursday, Aug. 

1, at 5:30 p.m. presenting “Take the 
Leap: Change Your Career, Change 
Your Life.”

Over nearly two decades, Sara 
Bliss interviewed a variety of suc-
cessful individuals including celeb-
rities, CEOs, athletes, entrepreneurs 
and philanthropists. Most did not 
find their dream jobs initially. In fact, 
many had radically different careers 
before transforming their lives. For 
years Ms. Bliss kept a file of these sto-
ries hoping to turn them into a book.

Her 2019 book “Take the Leap: 
Change Your Career, Change Your 

Life” features these inspiring and 
relatable stories. The book is also 
a result of Ms. Bliss herself making 
her dream a reality. Over 60 men and 
women are featured. Some turned 
hobbies into careers, others started 
businesses.  

One of these intrepid career 
changers is close to home — Shelter 
Island’s own Maria Schultheis, owner 
of Maria’s Kitchen. Others include a 
tax attorney who started a surf school 
in Nicaragua, a retiree who founded 
a global beauty brand on YouTube 
and a Hollywood executive who sold 
everything and started a children’s 
charity. Join together at the library 
for an inspiring evening as Ms. Bliss 
shares these motivating and instruc-
tive stories of life reinvention. 
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The Rev. Samuel T. Clover will preach at 
Union Chapel’s Choir Sunday. 


