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Union Chapel welcomes 
Rabbi Daniel Ge�en

BY JOANN KIRKLAND 

Union Chapel in the Grove wel-
comes Rabbi Daniel Geffen, 
Rabbi of Temple Adas Israel in 

Sag Harbor on Sunday, July 28 for an 
interdenominational service at 10:30 
a.m. His sermon is titled “Radical 
Amazement: Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel and the Pursuit of an Immi-
nent God.”

Rabbi Geffen explains, “Rabbi He-
schel developed a philosophy built 
around the idea of living life in ‘Radi-
cal Amazement’ of the world we are 
blessed to live in. I plan to explore 
some of his most powerful ideas and 
how we, regardless of our religious 
backgrounds and beliefs, can deepen 
our connection with God, through 
everyday acts of gratitude for the 
blessings that surround us.” 

In the summer of 2014, Rabbi Gef-
fen became the Rabbi of Temple Adas 
Israel. He was ordained by the He-
brew Union College - Jewish Institute 
of Religion in New York in May, 2014 
and holds master’s degrees in both 
Hebrew literature and Jewish edu-
cation. During his time at HUC-JIR, 
Rabbi Geffen earned several awards, 
including those for Modern Hebrew 
and Halakhic Literature, Rabbinics 
and was twice awarded the “Amitz 
Lev Prize for Spirit, Character and 
Strength of Heart.” He graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison with an undergraduate 
degree in history. He was born and 
raised in New York City, where he at-
tended the A.J. Heschel School and 
the Fieldston School. 

Prior to assuming his position 
at Temple Adas Israel, Rabbi Gef-
fen served as the rabbinic intern for 
Woodlands Community Temple in 
White Plains and Jewish Home Life-
care of Manhattan. He was also the 
Schusterman Rabbinic Resident at 

Temple Shaaray Tefila in New York 
City and the administrative educa-
tion intern at Leo Baeck Temple in 
Los Angeles.

He lives in Sag Harbor with his wife 
Lu (TAI director of community en-
gagement), their daughter, Eva, and 
their dog, Stuart. Rabbi Geffen said 
he “is deeply honored to serve as the 
spiritual leader of Temple Adas Israel 
and hopes that his family will be in 
Sag Harbor for the rest of their lives.”

Music will be performed by chapel 
organist Linda Betjeman and Colin 
Van Tuyl on trumpet. Mr. Van Tuyl is 
a lifelong resident of Greenport and 
director of the Greenport Band. He 
also performs with the Riverhead No-
Doubt-World-Famous Monday Night 
Band; Big Band East; and the East End 
Brass Quintet. He enjoys playing in 
pit bands for local musicals and is a 
member of the Orient Congregational 
Church choir and bell choir. 

Next Sunday, Aug. 4, is Choir Sun-
day. Summer Chapel Choir is open to 
all singers. Rehearsal will be at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday, Aug. 3, at the Chapel.

Shelter Island 
Chamber of Commerce

56th Art Show & Craft Fair

The 56th Annual Art Show & 
Craft Fair sponsored by the 
Shelter Island Chamber of 

Commerce will be held Saturday, 
Aug. 24, on the grounds of the Shel-
ter Island School. The show fea-
tures close to 100 fine artists and 
craftspeople. Many have been with 
the show for more than 40 years 
and contribute handmade trea-
sures to a scholarship raffle, held 
at 3:30 p.m., for Shelter Island High 
School students.

Local artists include photogra-
pher Michael Reale, Mary Dudley 
fabric creations and youth pot-
ter Alex Koch. Off-island artists 
include Anne Sessler with her fa-
mous fish prints, Al and Sue Dan-
iels with their wampum jewelry, 
wood toys by Pat Paparo, and cus-
tom jewelry artist Paolo Giordano. 

New artist this year is Sarah Reith 
McArthur producing one-of-a-
kind ceramics.

The Shelter Island section offers 
the Garden Club of Shelter Island’s 
annual Christmas ornament and the 
Shelter Island Heights Pharmacy with 
loads of Shelter Island memorabilia. 

There are many new vendors; pot-
ters, jewelers, painters, bakers and 
photographers from around the coun-
try that are participating this year. 
Show times are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. with 
no entrance fee and lots of parking.

Call 631-374-9745, email janal-
yntravismesser@gmail.com or 
write to the Shelter Island Cham-
ber of Commerce c/o Janalyn Tra-
vis-Messer, P.O. Box 919, Shelter 
Island, NY 11964-0919 for further 
information, purchasing a vendor 
space and directions. 
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Rabbi Daniel Geffen will preach at Union 
Chapel on Sunday, July 28. 


