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Saving Union 
Chapel from above

South Ferry outlines 
rate increase plans

JULIE LANE PHOTO

South Ferry CEO Cliff Clark (left) and Chief Operating Officer Nicholas Morehead out-
lined major aspects of the proposed fare hike at a meeting at Town Hall June 5.

Island Dr. rejected by Stony Brook for Med Center
Dr. peter kelt passed over by university hospital after a 37-year practice

By juLIE LANE | STAFF REPORTER

NYU-Winthrop Hospital has 
served notice it’s not going to 
continue its affiliation with 

Dr. Peter Kelt on Shelter Island. Stony 
Brook University Hospital, which is 
taking over management of the Med-
ical Center on January 1, 2020, will 
not include the long-time doctor in 
its staffi ng.

Stony Brook offi cials had told Su-
pervisor Gary Gerth that if they were 
selected to manage the Medical Cen-
ter, they would have final word on 
staffi ng. The offi cials have visited the 
facility and given it high marks, but 
said they would like to join the two 
separate offi ce spaces now occupied 
by Dr. Kelt and Dr. Nathanael Desire 

into a single offi ce.
Mr. Gerth said it made sense 

to allow Stony Brook officials to 
choose the physicians, since he and 
other members of 
a committee work-
ing on the transition 
can’t judge doctors’ cre-
dentials.

“We all love him,” Mr. Gerth 
said about Dr. Kelt. “It’s very frus-
trating.”

He added that although Stony 
Brook seems to be the only institu-
tion capable of taking over the Med-
ical Center, fi nal agreements haven’t 
been signed. The supervisor said he 
expects that by January 1, Dr. Desire, 
who has a relationship with Stony 
Brook, will remain on a part-time 

basis and another doctor will be as-
signed along with nurse practitioners 
and physician assistants. 

In August 2020, when Shelter Is-
land resident Dr. 
Josh Potter com-

pletes his residency 
with Stony Brook, he 

is likely to be brought into the 
mix. There are still details to be 

worked out, Mr. Gerth said.
The reasoning behind Stony 

Brook’s decision about Dr. Kelt is 
because he’s not board certified 

and has one year of residency, not 
the three years now required. 
Dr. Kelt believes he and others in 

his position should have been grand-
fathered in when requirements were 
changed. 

When he started to practice 37 years 
ago, requirements were different. 
There is no board certifi cation for gen-
eral practitioners then or now, and he 
was required to serve a single year of 
residency. He would have had to serve 
another two years as a hospital resi-
dent now, something he’s not inclined 
to do after so many years of practicing 
medicine. It’s why doctors today may 
be general practitioners, but will get 
board certifi ed as internists, he said.

“I had no intention of retiring” ei-
ther several months ago or at the end 
of this year, Dr. Kelt said. He’s hoping 
Islanders he has been treating for 37 
years will create a groundswell of let-
ters to Stony Brook stating their op-
position to the decision. 
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New lightning 
protection installed 
By GRAHAm mOORE | REPORTER

Since time immemorial, humans 
have known that lightning is 
one of nature’s more sporadic 

yet deadly threats.
According to the National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration, 
over the last 20 years, the United 
States averaged 51 annual lightning 
strike fatalities.

The most recent statistics by the 
National and Fire Protection Asso-
ciation depict a surprising regularity 
of lightning-related damage and in-
juries. Between 2007 and 2011, local 
fi re departments around the coun-
try responded to an estimated aver-
age of 22,600 fi res per year that were 
sparked by lightning.

These fi res caused nine deaths, 52 
injuries and $451 million in direct 
property damage.

So it’s not surprising that one of 
Shelter Island’s historic treasures, 

the Union Chapel, has recently in-
stalled new lightning protection for 
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Christopher Gillette, a crew member 
with Associated Lightning Rod Company, 
at work on Union Chapel late last week.

But just Ferry, county
 offi  cials attended
By juLIE LANE | STAFF REPORTER

With a recommendation from 
its Budget Review Office, 
expect the Suffolk County 

Legislature to approve South Ferry’s 
requested rate hike on June 18. That 
was the announcement from South 
Ferry offi cials on June 5 at a meeting 
at Town Hall called to answer ques-

tions from the public.
Except the public was nowhere to 

be seen.
Members of the South Ferry staff 

— President Cliff Clark, Chief Oper-
ating Offi ce Nicholas Morehead and 
Chief Financial Officer Tish Clark 
–– were met by town offi cials. John 
Needham and Elizabeth Galle, who 
are members of the Shelter Island 
Ferry Committee, and Town Super-
visor Gary Gerth, Deputy Supervisor 
Amber Brach-Williams and Town 
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omits that the initial incarnation 
required nonpaying guests be 
counted towards our rental allot-
ment. Then the proposal required 
guests to submit a verification they 
were not paying rent. Now, they 
are excluded. Good. But I can only 
wonder whether that was due to 
pressure from more connected 
people who often lend their wa-
terfront compounds to business 
associates, or leave their household 
staff during the week.

Why has there been no discus-
sion about the fact that the multi-
tude of illegal long-term rentals will 

not be able to register as they have 
no Certificate of Occupancy. Will 
evictions soon be the norm and the 
landlords jail birds? 

I commend the editor for dis-
closing the financial arrange-
ment — however small — it has 
with Mr. Colligan. I had found the 
protectionist attitude towards Mr. 
Colligan, a public official, curious 
in terms of censoring letters, and 
comments, while writers call pri-
vate citizens garbage collectors, our 
homes flophouses, and our neigh-
borhoods “ghettos.”

SHELLy D’ARcAmBAL
Shelter Island

Editor’s note: No letter or com-
ments are ‘censored.’  

LETTERS 
ConTInuED FRoM pAGE 13

beauty shop, she was often helping 
friends and neighbors. Dot did not let 
anything slow her down, her family 
recalled, or stop her from doing what 
she loved. She was an inspiration to 
so many who knew her, and contin-

ues to be a role model for her family.
Please come join us as we say good-

bye to one heck of a lady. Someone 
who never failed to remind us that a 
little “Shelter Island air” is the answer 
to everything. 

A service celebrating Dot’s life will 
be held at St. Mary’s Church on Satur-
day, June 15 at 10 a.m. 

DOROTHy ROSS 
ConTInuED FRoM pAGE 4

uNION cHAPEL 
ConTInuED FRoM pAGE 1

this summer’s coming storm season.
Built in 1875, the Chapel is one of 

the oldest buildings on Shelter Island 
that is still in use. It was constructed 
by a devout Methodist and builder 
by the name of John “Honest John” 
French, known for “mixing mortar 
with a conscience.”

Chapel Treasurer Dave Ruby said 
Monday that the church trustees 
“recognize the importance of pre-
serving and maintaining this build-
ing and its historical significance and 
the beautiful Walter Brigham mosaic 
windows, which are unique.”

As any homeowner or firefighter 
will tell you, proud and noble words 
such as “oldest” and “historic” are 
also usually synonymous with more 
blunt and threatening words such as 
“fire hazard.”

As two men from his company 
were climbing around the roof and 
installing new wiring in the church 
attic, Rob Cooper, president of Mil-
lerton, New York’s Associated Light-
ning Rod Company, explained that 

“lightning is a leading cause of 
church fires.”

Fortunately, according to Mr. 
Ruby, “The new system meets mod-
ern standards and replaces older, 
weathered materials. Twelve light-
ning rods, also called ‘air terminals,’ 
are now located at the roof peaks and 
tower. More earth grounding points 
and bonds to the water and electric 
system were added.”

The new installations also respect 
the church’s historic aesthetic. One 
of the Associated Lightning Rod crew 
members, Eric Farnham, said, “You 
don’t see all the wire running across 
the roof. It’s almost all inside.”

The new system is an upgrade from 
the 1950s-era system that had previ-
ously served the building. Mr. Ruby 
also mentioned that the investment 
in the new protection was made pos-
sible by the community’s response to 
the Chapel’s fall appeal. “We spent 
almost all the money we received on 
this critical project,” he said.

Union Chapel summer services 
begin this weekend at 10:30 a.m. and 
continue for the next 13 weeks, with 
a different guest preacher each week.

This historic Shelter Island jew-
el seems, for the foreseeable fu-
ture, safe from the irregular fury 
of lightning.
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26 St. Mary's rd. Shelter Island NY 11964


